196	LEARNING HOW TO DRESS
THE STORE COMES TO THE CLASSROOM
School situations do not always permit field trips such as
have been described. Studies similar to the above illustration
may be made, however, in the classroom. The motivation
for a study of how to buy wisely might arise from group dis-
cussions of weekly buying in the community center, from an
art experience, from concern about how to keep clean and
well groomed, or from considering how to get a new dress
or suit. Each pupil might study his own problem. He might
begin by analyzing the clothes he needs for rough work, for
church, for school, and for play or special types of recreation.
The number of changes needed might be the next step. The
question of how to make the best selection of clothes from
the local stores or from catalogues leads to the examination
of the actual merchandise.
A series of exhibits from an enterprising local store may be
borrowed and displayed in the classroom. To be of the best
educational value, discussion of the qualities of each kind of
garment is based upon points the group has previously decided
are important, possibly weighted numerically as to their rela-
tive importance.
The exhibit might be preceded, or followed, by a further
experience. The pupils might wear to school costumes which
they consider suitable for one of their customary activities,
each child explaining to the group why he wears this costume
for the particular activity. Deductions as to the suitability
of the clothes can then be drawn according to qualities de-
sired. Authorities on dress—represented in the classroom by
reference books, magazines, and the teacher's illustrations-
provide the details upon which the pupils base their standards
for judging the suitability of the exhibited clothes.
The current fads and fashions may be used as a point of
departure in teaching, and, if tactfully handled, may bring
socially desirable conclusions. It may be best to ignore them
unless they are recognized for their intrinsic values or as a
passing thing. For example: dressing for efficiency on one's
job is approved although good appearance may be sacrificed;
and clothes fads adopted by college students influence the style

